
 
BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
 
Report of the Director of Commissioning to the 
CABINET – 27 March 2012 
 
REFERENCES FROM STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 Cabinet is asked to consider the following reference from the meeting of the Standards 
Committee held on 21 February 2012 in respect of the future of the Standards Regime. 

 

2. The Future of the Standards Regime: Composition of the new Standards 
Committee 

2.1 Under the new regime brought in by the Localism Act, only Breckland Councillors 
would have voting rights on any future Standards Committee.  Others could attend as 
advisors, but would not be able to vote.  There did not have to be a separate 
Standards Committee, its responsibilities could be added to another Committee.  If 
there was a separate Standards Committee it might not need to meet on a regular 
basis, but could convene as and when required. 

2.2 Members made the following suggestions: 

• two Independent Persons should be appointed and the Standards Committee should 
continue in its current format until April/May 2013 when it could be reviewed and 
changed if necessary; 

• it was important that Independent Persons were included to provide transparency; 

2.3 If Parish Councillors were invited to attend they would not have voting rights unless a 
Joint Committee was appointed. 

2.4 Any investigations into Town or Parish Councillors where a breach was found would 
have to be passed back to the Parish to deal with. 

2.5 Standards Committee Members sought guidance from the Executive on the 
composition of the Committee or alternative methods of dealing with the new functions. 

It was RESOLVED to RECOMMEND TO CABINET that: 

 
(1) the current format of the Standards Committee should continue with both 

Town & Parish Council representatives and Independent Persons as 
advisors; 

(2) the Committee should be reviewed at the end of a year to see if changes 
were necessary; 

(3) the Committee should be called a Transitional Standards Committee. 

 

 


